
Conservationist Planner and Creator of the
Appalachian Trail: Creating the North in the
Modern Era

In the early 20th century, a visionary conservationist named Benton
MacKaye set out to create a footpath that would stretch from Maine to
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Georgia, connecting the mountains and forests of the Appalachian
Mountains. He called his vision the "Appalachian Trail," and it quickly
became one of the most popular hiking trails in the world.
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MacKaye was more than just a trail builder. He was also a philosopher and
planner who believed that the wilderness could be a powerful force for
good in the world. He saw the Appalachian Trail as a way to connect
people with nature and inspire them to protect the environment.

MacKaye's vision was not without its challenges. He had to overcome
opposition from landowners, politicians, and even other conservationists.
But he persevered, and in 1937, the Appalachian Trail was finally
completed.

Today, the Appalachian Trail is a National Scenic Trail and one of the most
iconic hiking trails in the world. It is a testament to MacKaye's vision and
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hard work, and it continues to inspire people to connect with nature and
protect the environment.

The Early Years

Benton MacKaye was born in Stamford, Connecticut, in 1879. His father
was a successful businessman, and his mother was a devout Christian.
MacKaye grew up in a wealthy and privileged environment, but he was also
exposed to the poverty and inequality that existed in the world.

As a young man, MacKaye studied forestry at Harvard University. After
graduating, he worked as a forester for the U.S. Forest Service. In 1905, he
was sent to the White Mountains of New Hampshire to help manage the
region's forests.

It was in the White Mountains that MacKaye first developed his vision for
the Appalachian Trail. He was inspired by the beauty of the mountains and
the sense of peace and tranquility that he found in the wilderness. He
believed that everyone should have the opportunity to experience the
benefits of nature, and he saw the Appalachian Trail as a way to make that
possible.

The Appalachian Trail

In 1921, MacKaye published an article in the journal "Forestry" in which he
outlined his vision for the Appalachian Trail. He proposed a footpath that
would stretch from Mount Katahdin in Maine to Mount Oglethorpe in
Georgia, following the crest of the Appalachian Mountains.

MacKaye's vision was met with skepticism by many people. Some
landowners were concerned about the impact that the trail would have on



their property. Others thought that the trail was too ambitious and would
never be completed. But MacKaye was undeterred. He began to organize
support for his project, and in 1925, he founded the Appalachian Trail
Conference (ATC).

The ATC is a non-profit organization dedicated to the development and
maintenance of the Appalachian Trail. Over the years, the ATC has worked
with landowners, government agencies, and volunteers to create and
maintain the trail. Today, the Appalachian Trail is a National Scenic Trail
and one of the most popular hiking trails in the world.

MacKaye's Philosophy

MacKaye was more than just a trail builder. He was also a philosopher and
planner who believed that the wilderness could be a powerful force for
good in the world. He saw the Appalachian Trail as a way to connect
people with nature and inspire them to protect the environment.

MacKaye believed that the wilderness was a place where people could find
peace, solitude, and spiritual renewal. He also believed that the wilderness
was a valuable resource that should be protected for future generations.

MacKaye's philosophy was influenced by a number of thinkers, including
Henry David Thoreau, John Muir, and Aldo Leopold. Like these other
thinkers, MacKaye believed that the wilderness was an essential part of the
human experience. He also believed that humans had a responsibility to
protect the wilderness for future generations.

The Legacy of Benton MacKaye



Benton MacKaye died in 1975, but his legacy lives on. The Appalachian
Trail is a testament to his vision and hard work, and it continues to inspire
people to connect with nature and protect the environment.

In addition to the Appalachian Trail, MacKaye also helped to create the
National Park Service and the Wilderness Society. He was a pioneer in the
field of conservation, and his work has had a lasting impact on the way that
we think about the environment.

Benton MacKaye was a visionary conservationist who believed that the
wilderness could be a powerful force for good in the world. He saw the
Appalachian Trail as a way to connect people with nature and inspire them
to protect the environment. MacKaye's vision has been realized, and the
Appalachian Trail is a lasting legacy to his work.

Benton MacKaye was a visionary conservationist who created the
Appalachian Trail. He believed that the wilderness was a valuable resource
that should be protected for future generations. MacKaye's work has had a
lasting impact on the way that we think about the environment, and he is
considered to be one of the fathers of the modern conservation movement.

The Appalachian Trail is a testament to MacKaye's vision and hard work. It
is a beautiful and challenging trail that offers hikers a chance to experience
the peace, solitude, and spiritual renewal that can be found in the
wilderness. The Appalachian Trail is also a reminder of the importance of
protecting the environment for future generations.
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