
Marjorie Harris Carr: Defender of Florida's
Environment
Marjorie Harris Carr was a pioneering environmentalist whose tireless
efforts helped to protect Florida's unique and fragile ecosystem. Her
groundbreaking work laid the foundation for the modern environmental
movement and continues to inspire activists around the world.

Early Life and Education

Marjorie Harris was born on October 10, 1890, in Melbourne, Florida. Her
father, George Harris, was a citrus grower and her mother, Mary Jane
Harris, was a schoolteacher. Marjorie grew up in a rural environment,
where she developed a deep love for the natural world. She attended
Rollins College in Winter Park, Florida, where she studied zoology and
botany.
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Conservation Journey

Carr's conservation journey began in the 1920s, when she became
involved in efforts to protect the native orchids of Florida. She founded the
Florida Native Orchid Society and worked tirelessly to raise awareness
about the importance of preserving these rare plants. In 1934, she
published her first book, "Florida Wild Flowers," which showcased the
state's diverse flora and its botanical treasures.
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Protecting the Everglades

Carr's most significant contribution to environmental protection was her
work to save the Everglades. In the 1930s, she joined the Everglades Club,
a group dedicated to preserving the natural features of the region. The
Everglades, a vast subtropical wilderness, was home to a unique
ecosystem that included endangered species such as the American
crocodile and the Florida panther.
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Carr campaigned tirelessly to protect the Everglades from drainage and
development. She organized public meetings, wrote articles, and lobbied
politicians. In 1947, she played a key role in the establishment of
Everglades National Park, which became the first national park east of the
Mississippi River.

International Recognition

Carr's work gained international recognition. In 1955, she received the
William Brewster Memorial Award from the American Ornithologists' Union
for her contributions to wildlife conservation. She was also awarded the
Free Download of the Golden Ark by Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands
for her efforts to protect the environment.
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Later Years and Legacy

Carr continued to advocate for environmental protection throughout her life.
She published several more books, including "Land, Sea, and Sky" (1958)
and "Fragile Paradise" (1973). She served on the boards of numerous
conservation organizations and served as a trustee of the National
Audubon Society.

Marjorie Harris Carr died on May 24, 1987. Her legacy lives on through her
unwavering dedication to protecting Florida's environment. She is widely
regarded as one of the most influential environmentalists of the 20th
century, and her work continues to inspire new generations of
conservationists.

Marjorie Harris Carr was a true pioneer in the field of environmental
conservation. Her tireless efforts helped to protect some of Florida's most
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precious natural resources and left a lasting legacy for generations to
come. Her story is an inspiration to all who care about the planet and its
fragile ecosystems.
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