
Praying Mantis For Beginners: The Complete
Guide to Caring for Your Majestic Insect
Praying mantises are fascinating creatures that have captured the
imagination of humans for centuries. These ancient insects are known for
their unique appearance, predatory behavior, and remarkable life cycle. If
you're interested in keeping a praying mantis as a pet, this comprehensive
guide will provide you with everything you need to know to care for your
new friend.
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Choosing the Right Praying Mantis

There are over 2,000 species of praying mantises in the world, so it's
important to choose one that is appropriate for your experience level and
environment. For beginners, the Chinese mantis (Tenodera sinensis) is a
good choice. They are relatively easy to care for and can tolerate a wide
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range of temperatures and humidity levels. Other popular species for
beginners include the Carolina mantis (Stagmomantis carolina) and the
European mantis (Mantis religiosa).

Housing Your Praying Mantis

Praying mantises need a spacious enclosure that provides them with plenty
of room to move around and climb. A 10-gallon aquarium or terrarium is a
good size for a single mantis. The enclosure should be well-ventilated and
escape-proof. You can line the bottom of the enclosure with paper towels,
reptile carpet, or vermiculite.

Feeding Your Praying Mantis

Praying mantises are carnivores and will eat a variety of live insects.
Crickets, mealworms, and dubia roaches are all good choices. You should
feed your mantis 2-3 times per week. The size of the insects you feed your
mantis will depend on the size of your mantis. Small mantises can eat small
crickets, while larger mantises can eat larger insects, such as mealworms
or dubia roaches.

Caring for Your Praying Mantis

In addition to feeding your mantis, you will also need to provide it with a
source of water and a place to lay its eggs. You can provide water by
placing a shallow dish of water in the enclosure. You should also provide
your mantis with a stick or plant to which it can attach its egg case.

Breeding Praying Mantises

If you are interested in breeding praying mantises, you will need to keep a
male and female mantis together. The male mantis will typically mate with



the female within a few days of being introduced. The female mantis will lay
her eggs in a foamy egg case, which she will attach to a stick or plant. The
eggs will hatch in about 2-3 weeks.

Praying mantises are fascinating and rewarding pets. By following the tips
in this guide, you can provide your mantis with the care it needs to thrive.
With a little patience and care, you can enjoy the companionship of your
praying mantis for many years to come.
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