
The Coast-to-Coast History of the Rivalry
Heard 'Round the World
In the annals of sports history, certain rivalries transcend time and space,
capturing the imaginations of fans worldwide. One such rivalry is that
between the University of Michigan Wolverines and the Ohio State
University Buckeyes. For over a century, these two iconic football programs
have battled for gridiron supremacy, creating a legacy of unforgettable
moments and fierce competition that has captivated sports enthusiasts
from coast to coast.
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The Early Years

The roots of the Michigan-Ohio State rivalry can be traced back to the late
19th century. The first meeting between the two teams took place in 1897,
with Michigan emerging victorious. In the following years, the rivalry quickly
escalated in intensity, becoming one of the fiercest in college football.
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One of the key figures in the early history of the rivalry was Fielding H.
Yost, who coached Michigan from 1901 to 1923. Under Yost's leadership,
the Wolverines dominated the Buckeyes, winning 12 of the first 13 games
between the two teams. However, in 1910, Ohio State upset Michigan,
sparking a newfound determination in the Buckeyes.

The Woody Hayes Era

In 1951, Woody Hayes became the head coach of Ohio State. A fiery and
passionate coach, Hayes quickly turned the Buckeyes into a powerhouse.
Under his leadership, Ohio State won five national championships and
consistently challenged Michigan for the Big Ten title.

Hayes's confrontational approach to football helped fuel the intensity of the
Michigan-Ohio State rivalry. In 1969, he famously punched Michigan
defensive lineman John Kolesar in the face during the game, sparking a
melee that is still remembered as one of the most infamous incidents in
college football history.

The Bo Schembechler Era

In 1969, Bo Schembechler took over as head coach of Michigan. A former
assistant under Hayes, Schembechler quickly emerged as a formidable
rival to his former mentor. Under Schembechler's leadership, Michigan won
13 Big Ten championships and defeated Ohio State 10 times in 15
meetings.

Schembechler's charismatic personality and passionate approach to the
game helped galvanize Michigan fans and fuel the intensity of the rivalry.
During his tenure, the Michigan-Ohio State game became one of the most
anticipated events on the college football calendar.



The Modern Era

In recent years, the Michigan-Ohio State rivalry has continued to captivate
fans with its high stakes and dramatic finishes. In 2006, Ohio State
defeated Michigan by just one point in a game that featured several
controversial rulings. In 2016, Michigan won a double-overtime thriller
against the Buckeyes in a game that was widely considered to be one of
the most exciting in the history of the rivalry.

Today, the Michigan-Ohio State rivalry remains one of the most intense and
passionate in all of sports. The two teams continue to battle for Big Ten
supremacy and national championships, creating a legacy that will continue
to captivate fans for years to come.

The Coast-to-Coast History of the Rivalry Heard 'Round the World is a
comprehensive and captivating chronicle of one of the most storied rivalries
in sports. From its humble beginnings in the late 19th century to its modern-
day intensity, the Michigan-Ohio State rivalry has captivated fans with its
unforgettable moments, fierce competition, and passionate fan bases. It is
a rivalry that has shaped the history of college football and continues to
inspire fans from coast to coast.
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