
The Disappearing Work of Dance: Unveiling
the Enigmatic Essence of an Ephemeral Art
Form
In the realm of artistic expression, dance stands apart as a unique and
captivating art form. Its ephemeral nature, however, presents a formidable
challenge to its preservation and understanding. The Disappearing Work of
Dance, a groundbreaking publication from Oxford Studies In Dance Theory,
confronts this challenge head-on, offering a comprehensive and thought-
provoking exploration into the intricacies of dance.
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Edited by renowned dance scholars Carrie Noland and Emily Cliette, The
Disappearing Work of Dance brings together a diverse array of
perspectives from leading experts in the field. Through a series of
meticulously crafted essays, they delve into the complexities of
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choreography, movement analysis, and the elusive qualities that define
dance as an art form.

Choreography: The Architect of Dance

At the heart of dance lies choreography, the art of crafting movement into
expressive sequences. The Disappearing Work of Dance examines the
multifaceted nature of choreography, exploring its historical evolution,
theoretical underpinnings, and the creative processes involved in its
development.

Through insightful analyses of iconic works by legendary choreographers,
the book sheds light on the techniques, principles, and inspirations that
shape the choreography of dance. It investigates the role of structure,
rhythm, and symbolism in creating choreographic masterpieces, providing
readers with a deeper appreciation for the artistry and craftsmanship that
goes into every dance performance.

Movement Analysis: Deciphering the Language of Dance

Movement analysis is an essential tool for understanding the mechanics
and aesthetics of dance. The Disappearing Work of Dance dedicates a
significant portion to exploring various movement analysis systems, their
methodologies, and their applications in dance research and education.

From the Laban Movement Analysis system to the Rudolph von Laban's
Choreutics, the book delves into the principles and techniques used to
analyze and document dance movement. It examines how movement
analysis can enhance our understanding of dance as a communicative art
form, revealing the subtle nuances and expressive qualities that make
dance so captivating.



The Ephemeral Nature of Dance: Embracing the Transient

Perhaps the most defining characteristic of dance is its ephemeral nature.
Unlike other art forms that can be preserved in physical form, dance exists
only in the moment of its performance. The Disappearing Work of Dance
confronts this inherent transience, exploring its implications for the
preservation and appreciation of dance.

The book examines the challenges of documenting and archiving dance
performances, highlighting the importance of alternative methods such as
notation, videography, and oral histories. It also explores the philosophical
implications of dance's ephemerality, questioning its status as an art form
and its place in the annals of artistic heritage.

Preserving the Legacy of Dance: A Call to Action

The Disappearing Work of Dance concludes with a stirring call to action,
urging readers to recognize the urgent need to preserve and promote the
legacy of dance. The book highlights the importance of supporting dance
research, education, and archiving initiatives that ensure the continuity of
this precious art form.

It encourages collaboration between scholars, artists, and institutions to
create a comprehensive network for the preservation and dissemination of
dance knowledge. By investing in the future of dance, we can ensure that
its transformative power and beauty will continue to touch the lives of
generations to come.

The Disappearing Work of Dance is a must-read for anyone interested in
the art, scholarship, and preservation of dance. It is an indispensable
resource for dance scholars, educators, performers, and enthusiasts alike,



offering a profound understanding of the complexities and captivating
nature of this ephemeral art form.

Free Download your copy of The Disappearing Work of Dance today and
embark on an enlightening journey into the world of dance!
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